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This paper represents the views of the Palestinian community in Scotland.
We are Scottish Palestinians, some of us citizens and long-term residents who arrived here following earlier waves of
Israeli ethnic cleansing1, others more recent arrivals, some stateless. We are writing to express our need to be free
to narrate freely our experiences, to discuss freely our tragic past and our hopes for a future founded on justice and
freedom in occupied Palestine.
This freedom is essential if the crisis in our homeland is to be resolved. If adopted, the IHRA (International Holocaust
Remembrance Alliance) definition could criminalise or inhibit the telling of us being driven from our homes, or being
denied basic human rights2 in our own land, Palestine.
Suppression or denial of historical realities, including the colonisation of Palestine and the expulsion of the native
Palestinians can only delay a just solution.
The Palestinian community in Scotland and its members must be free to describe the crimes to which we and our
families have been subjected, because these crimes continue to the present day3.
That description cannot avoid identifying the collective perpetrator, i.e. the Zionist movement to colonise Palestine4
and the State of Israel which that movement created within living memory, nor the right of Palestinians anywhere to
resist and end that colonisation.
There is evidence of numerous baseless allegations made on social media or broadcast against Palestinian activists
on social media that they are calling for the killing of Jews5 or other serious hate crimes. Such accusations by the
Zionist movement and its supporters are false and not based on any evidence.
The Independent Review of Hate Crime Legislation in Scotland has issued a consultation paper6 inviting submissions
on the topic of 'Perceived associations of certain groups' (pp 26-27) with foreign states.
Our Palestinian community in Scotland has an extremely close relationship to a foreign state, the State of Israel. The
State of Israel was founded by a violent process of ethnic cleansing of the majority7 of the Palestinian people; in that

process many of our families were driven from their homes, massacred, exiled to become refugees and stateless
persons.
Palestinian refugees fled the conflict zones assuming they would return after the blood-letting had ended but have
found their right to return to their homes denied. This right is enshrined in international law8 and was unanimously
agreed9 by the UN as a condition for recognising the new State of Israel, which developed state structures based
openly on the notion of institutionalized supremacy of Jews over native Palestinians10.
The State of Israel today continues its programme of ethnic cleansing11.This works openly to reduce the numbers of
Palestinians across the area of Historic Palestine, while increasing the numbers and proportion of Jews from across
the world12.
This process involves mass incarceration13, confiscation of property14 and periodic massacres15 of Palestinian
refugees16. Our families are denied basic human rights in our native land17.
Although many of us are long-term residents of Scotland and fully integrated into the social fabric of this country, all
of us feel the pain of exclusion from our homes or that we must submit to humiliating and capricious Israeli
procedures18 to visit the reducing area19 where Palestinians are allowed to live in Palestine.
A fundamental freedom is surely to be able to speak openly as a community and as individuals of our lived
experiences as a people, and to express our hopes for a future based on justice and freedom from state-enforced
racial segregation, i.e. apartheid.20
We should be free to inform our fellow Scots, and they should be free to hear and evaluate the truth of what we
report; dispossession launched 100 years ago by a British government with the notorious Balfour Declaration, carried
out by the pre-1948 Zionist movement and accelerated by the State which that movement created on the ruins of
most of Palestine21, including on the ruins of some of our homes, in 1948.
Each Palestinian living in Scotland, as elsewhere, shares in the agony and vulnerability of our friends and relatives in
refugee camps spread across the Middle East because they are refused their right to return to their homeland. We
hear daily of gross violations of the human rights of those remaining under Israel’s system of residential22,
employment23and legal apartheid24.
We know well that there are some who would silence our voices by claiming that our struggle for freedom is aimed
at harming others. Nothing could be further from the truth; the Palestinian community in Scotland joins its voice to
our national demand for equality, justice and freedom for all.
The occupying power of our Palestinian land has committed the worst crimes against humanity in the past 70 years
until now without any prosecution of the perpetrators for those crimes. And now, pro-Israel campaigners in Scotland
are asking that even our verbal condemnation of those actions and our calls for equality and peace in Palestine is to
be criminalized.
There are three demands in the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) Call25 from virtually every institution of
Palestinian civil society, in the occupied territories, Israel and in the diaspora.
1. Ending its occupation and colonization of all Arab lands and dismantling the Wall
2. Recognizing the fundamental rights of the Arab-Palestinian citizens of Israel to full equality; and
3. Respecting, protecting and promoting the rights of Palestinian refugees to return to their homes and
properties as stipulated in UN resolution 194.
The pro-Israel lobby in Scotland, steered by the Israeli Embassy26, is attempting to criminalise the effort here by
Scots who work for human rights through the democratic, non-violent campaign for BDS.The pro-Israel lobby is
attempting to close down democratic critiques ofZionism27, the ideology and movement that has long driven and is
still driving the dispossession of our Palestinian people.

Palestinians in Scotland understand very well that the actions of the State of Israel are those of a settler-colonial
state28 and a political movement with origins in Europe. Palestinians reject the dangerous and racist notion that Jews
in Scotland and around the world must have some sort of alignment with the State of Israel. This political claim
denies the Jewish individual the right to reject the political ideology of Zionism and to oppose the sinister axiom of
political Zionism that (s)he cannot live safely in Scotland or anywhere else outside Israel29.
We oppose the efforts of the Israeli State and its supporters to implicate Scottish Jews in the crimes of the State of
Israel. Palestinians and those who advocate for equality and justice for Palestinians are endlessly smeared by the
pro-Israel lobby as being driven by a racist agenda.
Palestinians in Scotland oppose the adoption by the Scottish Government of the IHRA definition of anti-Semitism.
The IHRA wording is very confusing. Informed public discussion around it has significantly focussed on its potential to
shield the State of Israel from criticism30. Promoters of the IHRA definition would criminalise a view all Palestinians
share, derived from our lived experience, that the "existence of the State of Israel is a racist endeavour", even
though UN and other bodies have concluded after extensive study that which we consider to be obvious, that the
Israeli State has central features based on state-enforced racism.
The IHRA definition also seeks to criminalise the political activity of “drawing comparisons of contemporary Israeli
policy to that of the Nazis”. But Albert Einstein, a Zionist who was once offered the Presidency of the State of Israel,
was among the many who noticed early how the political movement that would later control the Israeli Government
was “a political party closely akin in its organization, methods, political philosophy and social appeal to the [preHolocaust] Nazi and Fascist parties.”31
Many of us have relatives or friends condemned to live in refugee camps, prevented from returning to their homes
because they are Palestinians, while Jews from around the worldare incentivised to take over our lands and homes
even though the majority of them have no personal ties to Palestine whatsoever.
We have separate roads and streets in Palestine reserved for Jews only32. Land and homes in large areas of the land
surface of 1948-67 may not be leased or sold to the more than one million Palestinian citizens of Israel33. To have our
opposition to Israel’s state-enforced racism conflated with anti-Semitism is to criminalise our ideas, our feelings, and
our knowledge.
The IHRA definition would add to the original violation of our rights a secondary denial of our rights to speak about
those past and ongoing violations.This bogus definition should not be given any legal status within legislation or as
guidance to any piece of legislation in Scotland.
Palestinians in Scotland must be free to tell their national history and their individual and family histories of being
ethnically cleansed, dispossessed and driven from their land and farms and homes. We cannot describe how our
human and national rights were violated and continue to be denied without being free to describe and analyse the
aims and record of the violators as a collective militia, army, state and international movement.
We believe that Scottish legislation should not be changed to protect from criticism a foreign state that violates our
basic human rights.
Yours Sincerely
The Association of Palestinian Communities In Scotland
chair@apc-scotland.com
Tel: 079402 623443
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